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�Drag parties�? They must be talking 
about something else? Inside this is-
sue all is revealed�when David Hen-
nell reviews the Sands & McDougall 
1916 South Australian transport time-
table�its �Monthly Diary�. You can 
buy it in AATTC auction #18. 

In 1916, the South Australian railways were on the 
verge of the revolution induced by Mr Commis-
sioner Webb, from the U.S.�s Missouri Kansas 
Texas Railroad. In that year, Sands and McDougall 
published 12 editions of their renowned transport 
timetable. Little did they know how much would 
change in the next decade. Above is an Rx class lo-
comotive, standing at Aldgate station, during this 
decade. 
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T his article is the third in a 
series illustrating Australian 
railway timetables from the 

three colonies - NSW, Queensland 
and WA � which were so kind as to 
print their railway timetables in 
their respective Government Ga-
zettes in the late nineteenth cen-
tury.  The WA Government Ga-
zette printed railway timetables 
from, I think, 1885 in a small way, 
and more generally from 1889 until 
1897. 

The earliest example (above), 13 
December 1885, shows the line 
Fremantle � Perth � Guildford � 
York.  Beyond Guildford there are 
only two trains, a passenger train 
and a goods train on which �A lim-
ited number of passengers will be 
conveyed��at their own risk� 
and for which the Commissioner of 
Railways accepted �no responsibil-
ity for delay� and would cancel 
when he �may deem it expedient�.  
So there! 

The reproduction of January 1888 
(page 4) is a typical page from 
the WA Government Gazette 
with a range of notices.  Four of 
them relate to the railways, in-
cluding the first timetable of the 
Clackline � Newcastle, now 
Toodyay, branch. 

The illustration of 3 June 1889 
(page 5) shows the Great South-
ern Railway.  It is fortunate and 
puzzling that this appeared in the 
Government Gazette because this 
was then a private company.  It is 
not clear why Thursdays were 
favoured with a different and 
faster service. 

The reproduction dating from 
February 1892 (page 6) shows 
the other major WA private rail-
way, the Midland Railway.  This 
was then in two bits at either end 
of its route.  The southern section 
from the junction near Guildford 
(now Midland) to Moore River 
(now Mogumber) had only two 

trains a week.  Note that these were 
operated by the contractor building 
the line.  At the northern end there 
was a daily train from Walkaway 
(where there was a connection with 
the government line) to Mingenew. 

Both companies were as much con-
cerned with land development as 
transport.  The Great Southern 
Railway was acquired by the Gov-
ernment on 1 January 1897, mainly 
because of the value of the land it 
owned.  The Midland Railway of 
WA was not acquired by the Gov-
ernment until 1 August 1964. 

The isolated government Northern 
system is shown as at 1 February 
1892 (page 7). 

The start of the network to the 
southwest is shown as at 28 August 
1893 (page 8).  There were only 
four trains a week between Perth 
and Bunbury.  The little branch to 
Boyanup did a bit better with six 
services a week. 

Early Western Australian railway timetables 
The third in a series by VICTOR ISAACS, who has been seeking train timeta-
bles within the pages of Australian Government Gazettes 
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A s some of the printing is 
very small, the only way to 
read these parts of this de-

lightful diary if you're myopic is to 
remove one's spectacles.  Fortu-
nately, most of the document is 
quite readable and myopia isn't a 
major problem. 

It's 160 pages of multimodal time-
tables, ordinary diary pages (31 of 
them - it is July!), advertisements 
and information in a convenient 
pocket sized 11 cm × 7 cm buff 
covered booklet. The modes cov-
ered are SAR rail (including Ood-
nadatta), MTT electric tram (both 
the Adelaide and Port Adelaide 
systems), suburban buses, various 
country coach, charabanc and mo-
tor services, river steamers and 
ocean shipping.  Unfortunately, the 
SAR horse trams (Gawler, Moonta, 
Port Broughton and Victor Har-
bour) are omitted.  The only refer-
ence to the Spencer Gulf shipping 
services is in the form of an adver-
tisement for them as a tourist round 
trip without giving details of the 
ports served. 

Railway timetables appear at the 
beginning and the first ones are 
those of both lines to Glenelg.  The 
North Terrace line (above, right) 
has the poorer service as it served 
areas that were more sparsely 
populated than did the South Ter-
race line. A small number of after-
noon trains stopped at Polo Oval 
(Plympton Coursing Ground) near 
Plympton.  Services on both lines 
were significantly better on Satur-
day than Monday to Friday and the 
South Terrace line had a 30 minute 
frequency on Sunday afternoon and 
evening.  Two Sunday morning re-
turn trips were provided on the 
South Terrace line but Sunday 
trains on the North Terrace line 
commenced at 1 30 pm. 

Next comes the Port group of 
lines - Henley Beach, Semaphore 
and Outer Harbour.  This timeta-
ble is that for the third month af-
ter the opening, on 1st May 1916, 
of the deviation via the Commer-
cial Road viaduct that removed 
all passenger trains from the 
streets of Port Adelaide apart 
from those proceeding to the 
wharves.  The residual Port Ade-
laide (Dock) service is 7 trains to 
Adelaide Monday to Friday and 6 
trains Saturday, with 5 Dry 

Creeks daily.  Port Adelaide 
(Dock) did not have a Sunday ser-
vice. Trains beyond Largs were 
rather infrequent. 

The southern suburban lines come 
next.  The heading 'Adelaide, Mit-
cham and Clapham' is a hangover 
from the April issue of the diary as 
the line from Mitcham to the origi-
nal Clapham was closed on 1st 
May 1916 when suburban trains 
were extended to Sleep's Hill and 

(Continued on page 11) 

Sands & McDougall's Monthly Diary, July 1916- One 
Penny 
DAVID HENNELL reviews an item from AATTC Auction number 18 
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commenced stop-
ping at the new 
Clapham station (i.
e. the one closed in 
1995).  Apart from 
the Sunday locals, 
the few trains that 
c o n t i n u e d  t o 
B l a c k w o o d , 
Belair, Aldgate or 
Bridgewater are 
shown on the 
South Line pages 
(our page 10). 
Suburban services 
operated as far as 
Seacliff - the diary 
uses the spelling 
'Seacliffe' on quite 
a few occasions 
but sometimes gets 
it correct (other 

stations are misspelt throughout the 
diary, too).  The peak period ser-
vice to Seacliff seems very sparse 
until you realise that the Willunga 
trains don't appear in the Seacliff 
table other than as the footnoted 
Marino Rocks service - the Wil-
lunga service appear 26 pages 
later!  (illustrations left and below). 

Tables for some of the South Line 
branches follow, with a composite 
table for the North Line and An-
gaston next.  This table shows the 
complete service north of Dry 
Creek, as well as those from Port 
Dock that connect to or from the 
north (top of page 12).  Gawler was 
very much a country town in 1916.  
After the Morgan and Robertstown 
lines' table comes the Northfield 
line, there being no Sunday trains 
at all right from the city.  Five 
pages of Petersburg area lines are 
next - Broken Hill, Port Pirie, Wil-
mington and Port Augusta (i.e. via 
Quorn) but these are padded out 
with the Port Adelaide to Dry 
Creek Loop and Pinnaroo tables! 

For the next few pages, the line or-
(Continued on page 13) 
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der is strange: Paringa, Gladstone 
& Moonta (bottom, page 12), the 
unlikely combination of the fort-
nightly service lines covering the 
section from Hergott Springs 
(Marree) to Oodnadatta and Ka-
roonda to Peebinga with its tiny 
print (our cover, bottom right), 
Willunga and Waikerie, the Great 
North Line from Port Augusta to 
Hergott Springs (unfortunately sta-
pled into the fold and therefore too 
difficult to illustrate), Moonta to 
Brinkworth and Eyre Peninsula 
with departures from Port Lincoln 
at 8.00 am Monday to Kimba, 9.00 
am Wednesday to Minnipa 
(continuing to Thevenard on 
Thursday) and 12.00 noon Friday 
to Mt. Hope. 

The rail fares from Adelaide are 
interrupted by the diary proper.  
The diary pages give sunrise, sun-

set, moonrise and moonset, in ad-
dition to space for notes for each 
day.  In the copy under review, 
the diary has been partly used - 
pencil entries cover some arith-
metic and a return rail journey 
from Sydney to Adelaide by rail 
with details of additional costs 
(mainly for refreshments). 

The tables for Adelaide electric 
tram network give departures 
from and to the city - the limited 
nature of the Morialta service 
(below and top of page 14) is due 
to it being a tourist destination 
with the bulk of cars on that line 
terminating at Moule's Road 
Loop.  The Port Adelaide system 
was under construction at the 
time - the Junction Road route (to 
Rosewater) didn't have any peak 
period service (bottom, page 16). 

An interesting mixture of suburban 
and country coaches and motor 
cars, in addition to river steamers, 
follows.  Sometimes they require 
uncomfortably early starts such as 
the 2 a.m. mail coach from Port 
Broughton to Kadina.  Many of 
these services connect with trains 
to and from Adelaide although the 
aforementioned Port Broughton 
mail coach departed Kadina 13 
minutes prior to the arrival of the 
train from Hamley Bridge and 
Adelaide.  Some of the routes are 
similar to future railways or the 
later SAR bus routes such as Mt. 
Pleasant, Clare, Two Wells, Man-
num and Ashbourne (bottom, page 
14; top page 15). 

The postal rates and fees section 

(Continued on page 15) 
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decided railway flavour (bottom, 
left) and that of F. C. Pocock & 
Son shows just how language has 
changed.  (our cover, top left) 

This publication is a fascinating 
snapshot of intrastate travel in the 
earlier days of the 20th century be-
fore the car and the bus became the 

dominant modes of 
transport.  It speaks of a 
time that was less phre-
netic and more predict-
able, as well as less 
pressured and more se-
date than now, a time 
when getting there defi-
nitely was half the fun. 

surrounds two pages which would 
normally be advertisements for 
some shipping services to Durban, 
Cape Town and London but the 
statement "Fleet at present on Gov-
ernment Service" reminds one that 
this is during the Great War. (top of 
page 16)  Finally, there is a com-

prehensive index of suburban and 
country towns. 

The  advertisements are delight-
ful - clothing, transport, insur-
ance, alcoholic beverages, vin-
tage Kodaks and many, many 
more.  The one on page 1 headed 
'FIVE REAL VICTORIES' has a 
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