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Living as I do Seven Miles from Sydney and a Million Miles from Care, I naturally have some 
interest in ferries and ferry timetables. About a quarter of the people reading this magazine do 
too. In preparing my annual statistical survey  for last month’s AATTC AGM, I found that we 
average only 1 ‘water-based’ transport timetable per year in the review pages of The Times. 
Here’s hoping that this month’s contribution by Duncan MacAuslan on the ferries of some 
Scottish lochs will even out the score a little bit.  
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T 
HE last holiday my family 
went on before we migrated 
to Australia took us as far 

west in the United Kingdom as you 
can go on the mainland, to Ardna-
murchan in Scotland. As I remem-
ber it the campsite we stayed at in 
1963 had two caravans on the top 
of a hill above a bay at a little place 
known as Kilmory. 

But of more interest was the 

nearby village of Kilchoan. From 
here the famous Scottish transport 
operator David MacBrayne oper-
ated both a bus and a ferry service. 

The ferry was operated by a con-
verted Royal Air Force rescue pin-
nacle, refitted in 1947 and named 
Lochbuie. It was still operating in 
1963 providing a passenger only 
service from Mingary, the name of 
Kilchoan’s wharf, to the rather 

Ardnamurchan 1963 
Two years ago, the editor was lucky enough to travel by steam on the 
West Highland Line. As his train curved round the spectacular concrete 
viaduct at Glenfinnan, he looked out over the glittering afternoon wa-
ters of Loch Shiel and wondered whether it ever had a ferry service. It 
did. Now, DUNCAN MACAUSLAN explains all. 

pretty town of Tobermory on the 
isle of Mull. Mull is significant in 
Australian history being the birth-
place of one of Australia’s more 
famous Governors Lachlan Mac-
quarie. I’ve only just found a pho-
tograph of this vessel on the inter-
net. The only photographs from the 
holiday are of my family and me on 
board showing only the stern. 

MacBrayne’s also operated a bus 
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service from Kilchoan along the 
Ardnamurchan peninsula to an-
other village Acharacle. 

Now forty one years later I’ve ob-
tained timetables for these ser-
vices and I’m able to put them 
into context. At first glance they 
both seemed uncoordinated; the 
bus left Kilchoan fifteen minutes 
before the first ferry arrived from 
Tobermory, and there was a two 
hour wait from the return of the 
bus till the next ferry. 

Looking at the timetables it is ob-
vious that the two services were 
never meant to work together; 
both made connections with other 
services. 

Taking the ferry first; the timeta-
ble shows that on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays the 
ferry left Mingary at 07:50 and 
arrived at Tobermory at 08:25. 
This allowed it to make connection 
with the Inner Islands Mail Ser-
vice which had left Lochboisdale 
on the island of South Uist at 
21:00 the night before, called at 
Castlebay on Barra, then the isles 

of Tiree and Coll before leaving 
Tobermory at 08:45 for Oban on 
the mainland where it arrived at 
1045. Passengers could then catch 
the 12:05 train to Glasgow arriv-
ing there at 16:22. 

The bus that left Kilchoan at 
07:00, and stopped wherever it 
was hailed, had two timing points 
on its way to Acharacle. Of these 
Salen on the shore of Loch Sunart 
at 08:30 was of more importance 
than the timetable indicates. Fif-
teen minutes later another bus 
which had left Acharacle at 08:30 
passed through Salen and headed 
for Ardgour Ferry on the western 
shore of Loch Linnhe where it ar-
rived at 10:15. This was the mail 
bus. A ten minute trip on the ferry 
to Corran enabled passengers to 
catch the 10:35 bus to the main 
west highland township of Fort 
William, Gaelic name ‘An Gearas-
dan’ – The Garrison. The return 
bus service from Ardgour ferry is 
marked as awaiting Mails. Proba-
bly the mail was transferred from 
a Royal Mail van that had crossed 

from Corran.  

So why did the Kilchoan bus go to 
Acharacle? The village, noted by 
the Automobile Association as an 
angling resort, is at the western 
end of the land locked Loch Shiel. 
From here MacBrayne’s operated a 
launch eighteen miles to Glenfin-
nan which is famous for being the 
landing place for Charles Edward 
Stewart in 1745. It is also the site 
of one of the most photographed 
railway viaducts on the LNER West 
Highland Line to Mallaig. 
MacBraynes had inherited this 
from a small local operator in 1953 
and replaced the steamer Clan-
ranald II (which had operating 
since 1900) with two small 
launches Lochshiel and Lochailort. 
The launch departed Acharacle at 
09:30 and called at six wharves on 
its way arriving at Glenfinnan at 
11:30. Even now these settlements 
are only connected by a track 
which only extends part of the way 
up the eastern side of the loch. The 
mail train from Glasgow arrived at 
11:01 and the ferry left at 12:30 in 
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winter and 13:30 
in summer for the 
return sailing to 
Acharacle, arriving 
at 14:30 or 15:00 
respectively. This 
service ceased in 
1967 when a new 
coastal road be-
tween Lochailort 
and Kinlochmoi-
dart was com-
pleted. 

The bus that met 
the Loch Shiel 
ferry was another 
service to Ardgour 
Ferry, not to Kil-
choan. Why I won-
dered? The answer 
goes back into his-
tory; the mail from 
the south side of 
Loch Sunart, an-
other area still 
with no roads, was 
rowed across the 
loch to a wharf near Salen 
and transferred to the 
Acharacle bus and subse-
quently the Loch Shiel 
steamer to Glenfinnan. 
Probably this was a more 
reliable route than the longer 
road trip which would proba-
bly have been impassable in 
winter. 

With the exception of the 
Loch Shiel ferry these ser-
vices still operate; the buses 
by Shiel buses and the other 
ferries by David 
MacBrayne’s successor 
CalMac (Caledonian 
MacBrayne) 

References:  

Weyndling W, Ferry Tales 
of Argyll and the Isles, 
Sutton, 1996. 

McCrorie I, Royal road to 
the Isles, Caledonian 
MacBrayne, 2001 

Illustrated Road Book of 
Scotland, Automobile 
Association, 1960 

Timetables from British 
Railways (20 September 
1954 included all ferry 
services mentioned) and 
David MacBrayne (Buses 
19 May 1962, ferries 30 
September 1970) 
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Hawthorn Tramways Trust 1918 timetable for 
Wattle Park 
STEPHEN WARD reviews a Melbourne tramway timetable featured in the 
current AATTC auction. 

T 
HIS timetable from the early 
1900s highlights the develop-
ment of Melbourne’s inner 

eastern suburbs. The main service 
is what is today route 70, although 
terminating at the original Batman 
Ave terminus at Swanson Street, 
outside Flinders Street Station. 

The timetable features parts of 
other routes which have changed 
significantly due to full electrifica-
tion of what later became the Mel-
bourne and Metropolitan Tram-
ways Board. The stub end route 
connected with cable trams on 
Bridge Road at Hawthorn Bridge 
and is part of what is now East 
Burwood route 75. 

The timetable features two inter-
esting maps, one of which indi-
cates the future extension of trams 
to Box Hill—which has only re-

cently come to fruition. The pro-
posed route is fascinating in that 
what was proposed back in 1918 
was a quite a different extension— 
which was to extend the line from 
Riversdale Road via Station Street 
to Box Hill. 

As with many pieces of history, the 
advertisements are worthy of in-
spection. Some examples are for 
the Mutual Building and the ser-
vices provided. Another example is 
the Melbourne Electric Supply 
Company, supplying electric fans, 
irons and radiators. Finally a real 
estate advert for ‘The Riversdale 
Heights Estate, which is a large 
parcel of land near the corner of 
Riversdale Road and Elgar Road, 
adjoining Wattle Park, shows an 
example of the early urbanisation 
of this area. 

The timetable is a great piece of 
history and represents a record of 
the early development of the inner 
eastern suburbs of Melbourne. It 
promotes the tram as ‘the premier 
metropolitan tram ride of Mel-
bourne is a trip to Wattle Park. 8 
miles for 5 pence to the native 
beauty spot of Melbourne’. This 
clearly shows the importance of 
this route in the early 1900s. 

For anyone interested in historic 
Melbourne tram timetables, par-
ticularly pre-M&MTTB days, this is 
a must for your collection. Happy 
bidding! 

The tram pictured on page 8, was a 
former Hawthorn Tramways Trust 
car, now preserved.  
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Q uestion. Which section of the 
WAGR system had the best 
passenger service on a Sun-

day in the 6th January 1902 time-
table? 

The basic structure of the Western 
Australian Government Railways' 
system was complete by 1902 but 
there were very few branch lines 
and no cross country lines open at 
this stage. However, none of the 
WAGR Northern line from East 
Northam to Mullewa was yet in use 
(the section from East Northam to 
Goomalling opened on 1st July 
1902). The Midland Railway Com-

pany of Western Australia's line 
from Midland Junction to Wal-
kaway was also open. 

At the time, the government system 
extended from Fremantle to Bun-
bury, Busselton, Bridgetown and 
Collie in the South West; Albany 
and Greenhills on the Great South-
ern; and the Eastern and Eastern 
Goldfields termini were Newcastle 
(Toodyay), Lake Side (shown as this 
in the timetable but as Lakeside on 
the map and in fare tables), Ka-
nowna and Menzies. The Geraldton 
area boundaries were Walkaway, 
Cue and Northampton. Branch 

lines to Perth Racecourse 
(Belmont), Canning Racecourse 
and Bunbury Racecourse are 
shown on the map but only Perth 
Racecourse appears in the timeta-
ble with its total service being two 
trains on Saturday evening. The 
Roebourne to Cossack tramway is 
included as well. (Top illustration, 
p10) 

Despite the timetable date, the map 
is dated July 1899 and shows some 
stations that don't appear in the 
timetable either under a different 
name or at all. In addition to the 
Midland line, some other private 
lines are shown on the map, how-
ever timetable references to them 
are at best oblique. Lines shown 
include Torbay Junction (Elleker) 
to Denmark, three timber lines 
south of Bunbury, the Rockingham 
to Jarrahdale line, Midland Junc-
tion to beyond Canning (the Upper 
Darling Range Railway of later 
years) and a timber line north from 
Lion Mill (later Mount Helena). 

Main line tables are printed in the 
traditional WAGR manner that has  
caused much misreading 
(especially by non-Western Austra-
lians) over the years in that they 
start with Fremantle and the de-
parture time from Perth is the sec-
ond line, anything up to an hour or 
so later. A prime example is Albany 
table (bottom Illustration,p10) where 
the mixed departs Perth at 11.55 
pm and not at 11.00 pm which is 
the time that it leaves Fremantle. 
This train arrives Albany 22 hours 
13 minutes after leaving Perth and 
the faster Mail only runs once 
week. However, arriving at one's 
destination at 10.08 pm was much 
more civilised than the mixeds arri-
val of 2.00 am in Perth and 2.55 
am at Fremantle despite a faster 
journey. 

The South West was well served - 
there were two trains to Bunbury 
Monday to Saturday each way but 
the famous midnight horror was 
yet to appear (the closest to it was 
the seven-day a week mixed that 

(Continued on page 11) 

Penny Dreadful? 
DAVID HENNEL reviews another current auction item- -a Western Austra-
lian Government Railways & Tramways Timetables, Fares, and General 
Information, from 6th January, 1902, until further notice. PRICE, ONE 
PENNY. As you might expect, he starts with a question. 
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arrived at Yar-
loop at 2.40 am 
and returned to 
Perth at 3.50 am 
- rugged!-Right) 
Suburban trains 
only worked as 
far as Canning-
ton. The Collie 
service was ex-
cellent (as was 
the case well 
into the 1960s 
although the 
trains had trans-
formed them-
selves into 
WAGR buses by 
then) and the 
trains connected 
both north and 
south at Bruns-
wick Junction. 
(Top illustration, 
p12) 

The Albany to 
Perth service 
makes the 
MRWA Co.'s all 
day service from 
Geraldton seem 
quite respect-
able. (Bottom 
illustration, p12) 

Have you ever 
seen so many 
apostrophes in 
station names as 
in those on the 
Northampton 
line? (Top illus-
tration, p13) 
Northampton 
Junction later 
became Bluff 
Point, the pre-
sent most north-
erly point of the 
erstwhile WAGR 
system. 

Workers’ Weekly 
tickets were is-
sued in the ar-
eas bounded by 
Fremantle, Midland Junction and 
Cannington (although the Perth 
suburban area extended to Mad-
dington at the time) and Kalgoorlie 
to Lakeside. 

Sleeping berths were only available 
on the Kalgoorlie trains and the 
weekly Mail to and from Albany. 
Details of refreshment rooms and 
their bill of fare are almost mouth 
watering. 

The last section is the traditional 

coaches running from railway sta-
tions (at exorbitant fares!), many of 
which ran to towns later to be 
served by railways or, in the case 
of Mandurah, soon to receive the 
benefits of railway communication. 
(Bottom illustration, p13) 

Pages of advertisements on awful 
pink paper also grace the timetable 
booklet. Most are for insurance 
companies or accommodation 
houses but some are a treat to 
read and hark back to times when 
life was slower and less complex. 

And yes, there is a comma after 
FARES in the title on the cover! 

A nswer: Kalgoorlie to Kambal-
lie with 19 trains each way 
(there were only 16 each way 

between Perth and Fremantle) 

The 6th January 1902 WAGR rail-
way timetable is one of the lots in 
the current AATTC auction. 
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T he initial Sydney steam 
tram line was opened 
from Bridge Street yard to 

Redfern Station in September 
1879. It was extended to Glebe 
and Forest Lodge on 15 August 
1882. 

A branch to Newtown and Mar-
rickville was authorised in 
1880 but was constructed in 
two parts with the Newtown 
Bridge to Illawarra Road, Mar-
rickville section being opened 
first on 31 December 1881. A 
dispute between the Govern-
ment and Sydney Municipal 
Council regarding the widening 
of City Road prevented a 
through service to the city be-
ing opened until 2 October 
1882. 

The illustration shows the ini-
tial timetable authorised on 22 
September 1882 by the then 
Commissioner for Railways, 

Charles Goodchap. In the head-
ing between ‘Government’ and 
‘Tramways’ can be seen the 
closest thing Sydney Trams 
ever had to route numbers, the 
coloured symbols or a red and 
white circle for this destination. 

As can be seen a more frequent 
service was provided as far as 
Newtown Bridge with about one 
tram an hour being extended to 
Marrickville. This was the same 
level of service as had been pro-
vided on the isolated section. 

The timetable is a little difficult 
to use in that there are no run-
ning times given but it appears 
that 19 minutes were allowed 
for the journey from Marrick-
ville to Newtown Bridge. 

The last weekday service oper-
ates to an odd schedule. On 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sat-
urdays the 11.08pm service 

travels to Marrickville, on other 
days it terminates at Newtown 
Bridge. On these days the 
11.48pm service from Newtown 
to the City doesn’t operate until 
12.26 the following day. What 
is missing is a note beside the 
12.07am service from Marrick-
ville as it only operates on 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday 
mornings. 

Of note also is the Sunday 
morning church service gap 
from 11.00am until 12.30pm, 
trams apparently waiting at the 
outer termini during this pe-
riod. 

We often comment about adver-
tising encroaching into our 
daily life but as can be seen 
this handbill has four adverts 
around it. Street numbers were 
not used in those days. 

 

The First Steam Trams to Newtown and Marrickville 
By DUNCAN MACAUSLAN Source: VIC SOLOMON’S collection. Photograph 
of the first steam tram from: ‘The South-western lines of the Sydney tram-
way system by DAVID KEENAN.  
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From Tris Tottenham 
If you recall some time ago you had an article on Parliamentary trains in the U.K. 
Might I add that under the current UK timetable the Stockport to Sfalybridge service 
is still operating but from 3-May-2004 the day and direction of operation has once 
again changed. The service now operates on Fridays presumably commenced 28-May 
and leaves Stalybridge at 15.37 for Stockport. 
 
From Allan Miles 
An item of interest in relation to the story in the August issue about the Sydenham to 
Dulwich Hill bus route. 
A timetable hand-painted in white on black metal still exists nailed to a  post in 
Gordon Street, Petersham. 
It reads: 
"Mon-Fri Dep for Sydenham 
Stn 6.12 am, 6.32, 6.52, 7.12, 
7.32, 7.52, 8.12, 8.52, 9.53, 
10.53, 12.28 pm,  4.01, 4.31, 
5.xx, 5.xx Route 222" 
The last two times are not 
fully legible. 
(At least it was still there this 
morning when I went to 
check. I took a photo, but I’m 
not into digital cameras yet, 
so I can’t send it to you.) 

Echoes of the past 
TRIS TOTTENHAM and ALLAN MILES write with observa-
tions on the remnants of ‘historical’ services covered in 
these pages  

Letters 

New boy on the block. At right is the 
cover of the ARTC Train Operating 
Conditions Manual, which appeared on 
its web-site on September 5, the day that 
ARTC took over operation of most of the 
NSW rail system. It is obviously a con-
tinuation of the existing RailCorp publi-
cation and is, in fact, merely a scanned 
copy of it. The TOC was the successor to 
the Instruction Pages of the Standard 
Working Time Table and the issue num-
ber is a continuation of a series that 
started in the early 1990s when the In-
struction Pages were hived off from the 
SWTT proper. The TOC has been impos-
sible to obtain until now. 
Web address: http://www.artc.com.au/
nsw/toc-manual.htm 


